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POLREP 11 
REOIONAL ENTERPRISES INC., EHEROENCY RESPONSE 

· 410 ~ATER STREET 
HOPEWELL, PRINCE OEOROE COUNTY, VA 2:Hl60 
ATTENTIONr DENNIS CARNEY, CHARLIE KLEEMAN, ORECC CRYSTALL AND 

STEPHEN LUFTIO 
I. SITUATION! (2400 HOURS, SATURDAY, AUCUST 10, 199l) 

A, ON 09 J\UOUST 1991, AT 0900 I!OlJnS, EHPI.OYEES OF Til F.: REGlONAL 
ENTERPRISES INC., OBSERVF:D THAT THE #70 TANK HAD DISCH~ROED 
APPROXIMATELY 40,000 CALS OF 97~ SUJ.FUR!C ACID INTO l'HE Ti\NK'S 
DIKED CONTAINMENT AREA. THE DlSCHfiROED SULF'Ul!IC ACID HAD ESCAPED 
IN PORT THROUOH ITS DIKE VIA A SUBHEROED HYDRAULIC CONNECTION 
INTO THE ADJACENT CONTAINMF:NT AREA SElWlNC A ONP. HH.l.lON 
GALLON ST0!1AOE TAN!< CONTAINING CRUDE 011/PETROLf.U~f PRODUCT. 
THE 40.000 CALS OF SULFURIC ACID MIXED WITH IN VAHYJNC 
CONCF.N'.rRATlONS WITH APP.ROXlMATF:J .. Y 100,000 UAI,LONS Of' RAJN 
~ATER. WHICH HAD COLLECTED FROM A PREVIOUS RAIN STOHH. THE 
STORACE TANKS ARE APPROXIMh'rf.LY 30 FEET UPSTilP.AH OF' THE 
JAMES RIVER. . 

D, 1000 HOURS THE PROPERTY OWNER, CARY FARRAR, CONTACTED 
THE CITY OF HOPEWELL FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORTING 'l'liE DlS('HfiRCE. 

C, 1030 HOURS, MR. FARRAR CONTACTED THE NATIONAl. RESPONSE 
CENTER REPORTING THE SPILl. OF 40,000 CALLONS OF SULFURlC 
ACID. THE NRC SUBSEQUENTLY CONTACTED RECION Ill RESPONSE 
CENTER REOARDING THE SPILL, REGIONAL OFFICllll.S CONTAC.:TEU 
THE VJROINIA DEPAR1~ENT OF EHERCENCY SERVICES (VADES) AND 
INFORMED THEM OF THE SPILL. 

D. 13H HOURS. THE CITY OF HOPEWELl~ FIRE DEPT. 1\ND 
REOIONAL ENTERPRISES CONTACTED 'fHE VADES FOR ASSJSTANC$ 
WITH THE SPILL. 

E. HOO HOURS, VADES OFFICIALS ARRIVED ON SITE '1.'0 ASSESS 
THE EXTENT OF CONTAMINATION AND 1'0 PROVIDE CUID/\NCE TO 
REOIONAL ENTEHPRISES' OWNER ON HOW TO CLEAN UP TilE SPIJJ.. 

F. 1659 HOURS. VADES OFFICIAL ROBERT CLARK CONTACTED THE MSO 
HAMPTON ROADS NariFYINO THE USCC OF THE SUJ,f'URIC ACtO 
SPILL, DUE TO TilE CLOSE PROXIMITY OF JAMES RIVF.:fl. 

- O. 2030 HOURSt PETTY OFFICER P.HILI.IPS OF HSO HAMPTON 
ROADS ARRIVED ON SITE TO ASSESS THE SITUATION AND CIVF.: 
OUIDANCE ON CLEANUP ACTIONS BEJ.NG UNDF.!HTAKF.N BY HIL 
FARRAR. PE'l"l:Y OFFICER PHII.LIPS SUOOESTED TO MR. fARHAll 
THAT A BAROE BE RENTED TO STORE THE CRUDE OJ.L, DUE TO 
THE POTENTIAL THREAT OF THE SUJ .. FURIO ACII) EltODINO THg 
STEEL STORACE TANK, U:AKINO THE CRUDE OIL lN'fO 'fRE 
CONTAMINATED DIKED AREA AND POTENTIAJ .. LY INTO JAMES RIVF~R, . 

H. 10 AUO 91 1100 HOURS, VADES CONTACTED EPA EHERCENCY REMOVAL 
SECTION AND REQ.U~s_(\SSIS!ANCE-lttE'lAJ.(Jfi1'1NC 'l'HE 
CLEANUP EFFORTS OF RECIONAL ENTERPRISE OFFJCI/\I.S. 

I. PERSONNEL ON SCENEt 
usco - 1 

VADES - 2 • 
CITY OF HOPEWELL - 2 

TAT - 3 
REOIONAL ENTERPRISE OFF'IClALS & CONTRACTORS ·· 6 

J, WEATHER: SUNNY AND WARM WITH 'l'F.MPERATUHES JN THF: MID-·AOS. 
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li, ACTIONS TAKEN! 
A. 1400 HOURS, OSC KEVIN KOOB ACTIVATED THE ON·Ct\LL 

EMEROF.NCY RESPONSF. TEAM TO RESPOND TO THE lNClDENT. 
B. 2115 HOURS, TAT ARRIVED ON SCENE TO BEGIN DOCUME:N'!'lNO 

ACTIVITIES BEINQ CONDUCTED BY Hf.OIONAl. ENTERPRISE 
OFFICII\LS AND TO RF.LAY SUCH INFORMATION 1.'0 osc KOOB. 

C, 2230 HOURS, TWO ADDITIONAL TAT HEHBERS ARRIVED ON 
SITE TO ASSIST IN THE DOCUMENTINO EFFORT. 

D. 23~0 HOURS! REOIONAL ENTF.RPIUSF. CONTRACTOR, OH HJ\1'ERII\LS, 
REQUESTED FROM THEIR REGIONAL OFFICE FOUR POl..'iETHYLENE PUMPS, 
AT TH£ REOOMMENDAT!ON OF OSC KOOB, '!'.HIS SOGQESTION WAS HADE 
DUE 'I'O THE CONTINUED FAILURE OF STAINLESS STrF.t. 01APHR/\GM 
PUMPS PRESENTLY ON SlTF.. 

E, 2400 HOURS, TAT INFORMED OSC KOOB THAT OHM HAD ACQUIRED 
FOUR POLYETHYLENE PUMPS AND \IOULD SE ON SITE AT 0700 HOURS 
ON 08/11/91. OSC KOOB REQUESTF.D THAT TAT MAINTAIN 1\ 2<1·-IIOUR 
WATCH SINCE CLEANUP OPERATlONS !JERE CONTlNUINO TIIROtJGHOllT 1'H8 
HIOHT, 

III. FUTURE PLANS~ 
A, OSC KOOB TO CONTINUE C.."'ORDINATINO WITH SI'l'F.: PF:RSONNF:L 

CLEANUP EFFORTS BEINO UNDERTAKEN BY REOIONAL ENTERPRISE 
OFFICIALS. 

8, TAT TO CONTINUE DOCUMENTINQ ALI, EFFORTS AND/OR 
PROBLEMS OCCURRINO ON S!TF~ AND RELAY lNFOHHATlON TO 
OSC KOOB. 

--·--------~------------
KEVIN KOOB. OSC 
U.S. EPA REGION ll! 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 

ORIGifMt 
(Red) 



'·/H t 1J !_ lt:.L: --·-· -----__;;:'-=---- C:: 1'::, l'lo .UU:..' f-' .U:! 

POLR£P U2 
REGIONAL ENTERPRISES lNC. 1 EMERGENCY RESPONbE 
410 ~lATER STREET 
HOPE~J£LL., PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY 1 VA 23660 
ATTENTION: DENNie CARNEY..L. CHARLIE KLEEMAN, GREGG CRYBTALL AND 

STEPHEN LUF'Tll:l 
l. BlTUATlON: ( 2400 HOURBG BUNPAY l AUGUB1' 11 I 19~H) 

A. 8~ ~t~~R~BC~tJRI~wAg~6 ~fac~2~8EGP~~g~IH?+~~Ya*gR~~ ~~h~ 
INTO THE TANI<'B DIKED AREA. THE MATERIAL MWRATED INTO 
AN ADJACENT DIKED AREA CONTAINING A TAN~ CONTAINING ONE 
MILLION GALLONS OF CRUDE WASTE OIL. 60TH .DIKED 
AREABCOM~INED CONTAINED APPROX. lOOAOOO GALLONS OF RAIN 
HATER. THE PROPERTY OWNER WAK'f FARRAR> BliGAN A 
CLEANUP EFFORT WITH CITY OF HOPEWELL FIRE DEPT. AND 
VIRGINIA DEPT. OF EMERGENCY SERVICES (VAD~8) OVERSEEING 
THE OPERATIClN. ON AUGUST 10 .1. 1991 ,t, VADES Rli:QUEBTED THE 
Al:l81STANC£ OF EPA'8 EMERGt:NCY tcEBPONSE BE:CTION TO 
EVAI..UAT£ THE CLEANUP EfFORTS BY THE PROPERTY OWNl::R. 
THE OSC BUflAEQUENTLY TASKED EPA'S TECHNICAL ABBIBTANCE 
TEAM TO RE:OPONO TO THE INCIDENT. 

B. PERSONNEL ON SCENE: 
EPA - 1 

USCG - 5 
VAD£8 - 8 

CITY OF HOPEWELL - 2 
TAT • 3 

Hi!:GtlONAL. EN1'ERPRlBE OFFIClALB &: CONTRACTORS - 8 
II. ~IEATHEH: SUNNY AND ~AfiM WITH TEMPERATURES IN THE MID-

60S. 
Ir. AC1'IONS TAKt:N: 

A. 0115 IIOlJRB: VADEB PARKER ANO TAT DIBC\JBBEO THE 
NECESSITY FOR EMPTYING OUT THE OlL STORAGE TANK WITH 
MR. FARRAR. MR. FARRAR STATED THAT THE PLAN THEY ARE 
CONBlDERlNG 18 FIRST CLEANING OUT THE DIKE AROUND THE 
TANK AN11 THEN ABBEBBING THE EFFECTS OF CORR08ION ON THE 
1'ANK lJSING UL,TRASONIC MEABU~EMENTS. 

B. 0600 HOURB: OH MATERIALB..L. THE RP CONTRACTOR,RECOVEREO 
APPROXIMATE~¥ 10 1 000 GA~~wNa OF 8Pl~L£D ACID UBING TWO 
DIAPHRAM PUMPB. RECOVERY WAB S~OW DUE TO FRFQUENT 
FAI~URE OF DIAPHRAM PUMPB. 

C. OB30 HOURS: OH MATERIALS MOBIL..IZED TWO 3-INCH 
POLYPROPYLENE PUMPS! ONE 3-INCH STAINLESS BTEEL PUMP 
AND ONE 6-INCH STA NLESB STEEL CENTRtFUGAL PUMP TO 
BITE. 

D. 1400 HOURS: EDWARD MURPHY, COMMAND£R COAST GUARD 
'ARRIVED ON SITE TO ABBESS THE SITUATION. 

E. 1415 HOUPB: TAT ABBEB8li0 THE ACID REMAINING IN TliE 
DIKES. APPROXIMATELY 20,000 GALLONS REMAINED IN THE 
DIKE AROUND OIL STORAGE TANK (~40) AND APPROXIMATELY 
60,000 GALL,ONS IN THE DIKE CONTAINING THE LEAKY 
6ULFlJRlC ACID TANK. OH MATF.:RIALS HAB RECOVERii:O 
APP~OXIMATELY 40,000 GALLONS 80 FAR. 

F. 11.:•00 HOURS: OSC KOOB EXEClJTEP A SOK ACTIVATION AND 
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MOBILIZED ERCa CONTRACTOR GUARDIAN TO BITE. GUARDIAN 
MOEILIZED A 30,000 BBL BARGE TO TRANSFER CRUDE OIL FROM 
OILSTORAGE 40 IF NECESSARY. 

B. OBC I<OOB CONDUCTED OTSCU88ION8 WITH RP FARRAR. 08C 
EXPLAINED THE NECESSITY FOR EMPTYING OIL STORAGE 40 AND 
DEMONBTRATIN\3 ITS STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY BEFOltE FURTHER 
USE. MR.FARRAR BRIEFED 08C ABOUT HIB PLANS TO EMPTY 
OUT AND CLEAN CAUSTIC STORAGE *t90 AND T!MN8FER OIL FROM 
STORAGE 40 TO STORAGE 90. 

H · ~}.&&ot~~~~s: NE~a~P rX~~~~' ~~go Aaa~~~Eoc 1 f~E0~RO~~~§~E5~ 
THE OPERATIONS AND Dl8CUB8ED THE STRATEGY FOR 
TRANBFE~ING THE OIL SAFELY. 

1 
· 66~~TH~~~~b g~~m~Al~8b7~66e~R~~ AHE£~~NKtN°¥~st~~~EA~~ 

THE OIL TANK. A RIVET HAD CORRODED AND THE WATER LAYER 
IN THE BOTTOM OF THE TANK WAS LEAKING. 

IlJ. FlJ'fURE PLANS: 
A. OBC KOOB TO CONTINUE COORDINATING WITH aiTE PERSONNEL 

CLEANUP EFFORTS BEING UNDERTAKEN SY REGIONAl. ENTE:RPRIBE 
OFF'IC IALS. 

B. TAT TO CONTINUE DOCUMENTING A~L iFFORTS AND/OR PROBLEMS 
OCCURRING ON BITE AND RELAY INFORMATION TO OBC KOOB. 

C. ERCB (GUARDIAN> TO STANDBY ANO TRANSFER OIL FROM 
STORAGE #40 TO THE BARGE IF TH£ RP EfFORT TO TRANBFER 
THE OIL SAFELY IS NOT EFFECTIVE. 

KEVIN KOOB OBC u.a. EPA REGION III 
PH IL.ADELPH I A I PA 
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